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Dear friends,

The Legislature got quite a bit done during its re cent 60-day session. 
Some long-awaited progress was made in the areas of transportation, health 
care and public safety. No new taxes were adopted, which can only help our 
econ o my. There were disappointments, but I think the good outweighed the 
not-so-good.

Thanks to the many hundreds of you who took the time to answer the is-
sue survey I mailed in February, and all of you who gave up part of a Sat ur day 
to attend one of my town hall meetings during the session. Government 
works best when people get involved, and the citizens of the 2nd District are 
cer tain ly involved! 

Now that the session is over, I’ll be out around the district talking with 
peo ple a lot in the coming months. If you see me, please say hello, and share 
your thoughts with me. Also, you can reach me through my leg is la tive e-mail 
address, get a message to me via the toll-free legislative hotline, or put a 
letter in the mail to me. It has been a great privilege to again serve as your 
state representative these past two years. 

Sincerely,

Rep. Tom Campbell

P.S. – Because this is an election year, state law says I can’t send you 
another newsletter like this until after the November election. However, 
I am allowed to correspond with you about specifi c issues, so don’t hesitate 
to get in touch!
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Yelm loop joins 
Cross-Base Highway 
on funding list

My two years as a member of the House Trans por ta tion 
Com mit tee have seen approval of state funding for what I con-
 sid er the two most critical long-term road projects in our leg is -
la tive dis trict.

Last year I successfully pushed to fund initial work 
on the Cross-Base Highway (State Route 704) in the 2003-
05 trans por ta tion budget. This year I kept a commitment to the 
people of Yelm to secure funding in the supplemental trans por -
ta tion budget (which makes adjustments in the two-year budget) 
for design and engineering work on the Yelm alternate 
route. More mon ey will be needed over the next several years 
to see these projects through to construction and completion, but 
I’m happy to report that the wheels are in motion.

Some good news on my other top-priority road project, the 
wid en ing of Meridian Road (SR 161), came during the legislative 
session. The state Department of Transportation informed me the 
contract for widening the road between 204th and 176th streets 
had been awarded, and the job will be completed between 
spring and fall of 2005.

Of all the transportation projects I’ve supported for our dis-
 trict (a map is in my fall 2003 news let ter, http://hrc.leg.wa.gov/
mem bers/campbell/newsreleases/Campbell03Nov.pdf) 
these three will do the most to reduce congestion and im prove 
safety. I’m very glad to see them under way.

A new primary for 
Washington voters

This session the Legislature was 
forced to come up with a re place ment 
for the popular “blan ket” primary our 
state had used since 1936 to select can di -
dates for the November gen er al election. 
That’s because the state’s major political 
parties suc cess ful ly sued to get rid of the 
blanket primary.

I co-sponsored the House version 
of the bill to enact the “Top 2” sys tem, 

which is very similar to the blanket primary. The Senate’s Top 2 
bill passed, but the governor, who doesn’t like the Top 2 system, 
vetoed the corresponding sec tions. That left only the backup 
plan — the Montana-style pri ma ry, which we had added to the 
legislation in case the Top 2 system was suc cess ful ly chal lenged 
in court. 

The Montana primary continues the tradition of giving all 
major parties a place on the November ballot, but it also requires 
voters to choose a ballot from only one party. That takes away one party. That takes away one
the fl ex i bil i ty we’ve had all these years.

My goal was to have a primary the voters would recognize. 
Be cause I expect the governor’s decision to be challenged in 
court, it’s hard to say what September will bring.

Mixed results on health 
care, liability reform

Small-
group cov-
 er age: Finally, the 
Leg is la ture passed a bill 
(HB 2460) to give small 
employers more choice 
when it comes to buying 
health care cov er age for 
themselves and their 
em ploy ees. I worked on 
what was called “small-
group reform” for many 
years and was lead Re-
 pub li can spon sor of the 
leg is la tion we adopt ed. 

The new law gives 
em ploy ers who are 
strug gling a chance to shop around for a lower cost plan, so 
they won’t be faced with dropping their health plan com plete ly, 
or asking their employees to pay higher pre mi ums. It also gives 
small employers who can’t afford to offer coverage a new level of 
access to plans that might be within their price range. That could 
mean health-care ben e fi ts for thousands of Wash ing ton
workers who are now un in sured.

Liability protection: Should licensed health 
pro vid ers be held liable when they volunteer their services at 
com mu ni ty health care clinics? I don’t think so. I co-sponsored a 
bill that adds health care providers to the list of people covered 
by the state’s Good Samaritan Act. I also co-sponsored a similar 
bill covering retired primary care providers who volunteer to 
serve low-income patients. Other than those bills, which became 
law, the Leg is la ture did little to address the issue of liability.

As a member of the House Health Care Committee and the 
House Judiciary Committee, I was in a unique position to help 
develop a package of legislation to reform our system for ad-
 dress ing damage claims, or “torts.” The House passed most of 
the 20-plus bills, but I am very dismayed to report that in spite of 
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re peat ed calls by the governor for action, the Senate adjourned 
for the year without voting on most of that legislation.

That means we can expect to see a continued rise in the 
price of li a bil i ty insurance, which makes it tough for medical 
pro fes sion als to stay in business and in turn reduces access to 
affordable health care.

Discipline for providers: Speaking of 
health care pro vid ers, did you know fi ve percent of them account 
for half of all complaints in our state? My bill to streamline the 
state’s health care dis ci plin ary process and hold providers 
more accountable received com mit tee approval. Unfortunately, 
it didn’t come before the full House for a vote.

Investing in 
our communities

In 2003 I worked with the chairman of the House Capital 
Budget Com mit tee 
to secure funding 
for a study of the 
Bridge for Kids in 
Orting. The study 
was fi nished 
before the 2004 
session — the 
next step is to 
de sign the bridge.

I worked with the Bridge 4 Kids committee to develop a 
re quest to fund the bridge design (about $1.3 million). Un-
 for tu nate ly, the sup ple men tal capital budget adopted this year 
(which makes ad just ments to the capital budget approved in 
2003) couldn’t cover a new request of that size. It’s on my list for 
2005.

I also asked for state money to go with a request for federal 
funding for a new aquatics center for the Bethel communi-
ty. That request also must wait until next year, when the 2005-07 
capital budget is put to geth er. 

Clamping down on crime
Sex crimes against children: The Leg is -

la ture came through with tough er penalties for sex of fend ers this 
year by adopting the Child Pro tec tion Act of 2004. It tightens the 
law against child mo lest ers
and pro vides major revisions to 
the state’s Special Sex Offender 
Sen tenc ing Al ter na tive law 
(SSOSA), which in the past has 
allowed of fend ers to serve only 
up to six months in jail and then 
enter state-su per vised treat-

I was happy to sponsor Lindsay Wood, a junior at Spanaway 
Lake High School, as a legislative page dur ing the 2004 ses-
 sion. She was one of several 2nd Dis trict stu dents who gave 
up a week of school to carry on a tradition that began in 1891. 
Students 14-16 years old with at least a C+ average may ap-
 ply to be pages next year; please phone my offi ce (360-786-
7912) for more in for ma tion.  

ment in the com mu ni ty, often to the horror of child victims and 
their families. 

Meth am phet amine pro duc ers: Three 
years ago I sup port ed a bill to restrict over-the-counter sales of 
sub stanc es like ephe drine, which are used in cold medicine but 
also are used by meth am phet amine cooks. This year I co-spon-
 sored a bill to make it hard er for re tail ers and whole sal ers 
to sell these “pre cur sor” drugs in bulk out the back door to 
meth cooks. The House passed it, but a Senate com mit tee re-
 fused to act on the bill.
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2004 Legislative Questionnaire – How you voted
I received 703 replies to the questions I asked in my 
Feb ru ary news let ter, which is a fantastic return rate. 
Thank you! Here’s how 2ndThank you! Here’s how 2ndThank you! Here’s how 2  District residents nd District residents nd

responded, and the cor re spond ing legislative action. 

Legislative priorities
 “Economy and jobs” was ranked by 75% of those responding as the 
issue of greatest importance. “No new taxes” was second, followed 
by transportation, education, crime, the effect of med i cal malpractice 
insurance costs on access to health care, en vi ron ment, primary voting 
system, and social services. (Legislature did not raise taxes and 
passed several – although not nearly enough — measures in-
 tend ed to improve the econ o my and put people back to work)  tend ed to improve the econ o my and put people back to work)  tend ed to improve the econ o my and put people back to work

Taxes and spending
Should Washington keep the 60% “supermajority” requirement to pass 
bond issues and levies? More than 47% of those re spond ing said yes; 
more than 35% were willing to change the Constitution to allow a 
simple majority vote for bonds and levies; 17% said keep the superma-
jority for bonds and allow a simple majority for levies. (Leg is la ture did 
not change the supermajority law)

Economic recovery and job 
creation
• Increase small business tax credits — 81% agreed (Leg is la ture 

took no action)
• Freeze the state’s minimum wage —  63% disagreed (Leg is la ture 

took no action)
• Extend existing business tax credits – 73% agreed (Leg is la ture 

extended credits)

• Reduce regulatory red tape – 92% agreed (Legislature took no 
action)

Replacing the 
primary voting system
• 34% favored a “modifi ed blanket primary” like the “Top 2” system

• 31% favored a “closed primary” in which only registered party 
members participate, and parties pay the election cost 

• 23% favored a “open primary, secret choice” like the system used in 
Montana 

• 12% favored “ranked voting” that requires no primary and lets voters 
rank their choices on the November ballot

(Legislature approved bill I co-sponsored to enact a Top 2 sys-
 tem; governor’s veto gives Washington a Montana-style primary)  tem; governor’s veto gives Washington a Montana-style primary)  tem; governor’s veto gives Washington a Montana-style primary

Raises for home 
health-care workers
80% favored approving a contract between the state and ap prox i mate ly 
26,000 home-care workers – private workers pro vid ing state services 
– negotiated under the terms of Initiative 775. The agreement includes 
a 50-cent raise for about 26,000 work ers, makes them eligible for 
work ers’ compensation benefi ts, and allows them to join the state’s 
Basic Health Plan. ($24 million to implement the contract is in the 
2003-05 supplemental operating budget the Legislature passed. 
$2.2 million more is included to give private-agency home-care 


